
How to with Mr Mc: Animate with Canva 

 

 

 

A quick classroom handout to use alongside the video tutorial 

 

This handout turns the video into a simple step-by-step guide, then stretches the idea into EYFS 
practice so the animation becomes a spark for talk, storytelling, role play and early writing. 

Good to know: The video uses Canva features such as Magic Layers and Background Remover. 
These tools may depend on your Canva plan or on newer updates inside Canva. 

 

A Mc’ Glance at it… 

What you make 
A short moving scene in Canva where a cut-out 
image travels across a background. 

Core tools used 
Magic Layers, Background Remover, Flip, 
Animate, Create an Animation, Download as 
MP4. 

Best for 
Story retelling, oracy, vocabulary, caption 
writing, prediction, sequencing and imaginative 
play. 

You will need 
A background image, a character image or 
photo, and a Canva design page ready to edit. 

Video examples 
A Top Gun-style motorbike scene and a 'We're 
Going on a Bear Hunt' scene. 
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Before you start 
1. Choose a clear background image with enough space for a character to move across. 

2. Upload a character image, photo, drawing or scanned child artwork. 

3. Think about direction. Will the character move left to right, towards a cave, over a bridge, into 
a forest or up into the sky? 

4. Keep the scene simple. One strong moving element often works better than too many moving 
parts. 
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Step-by-step from the video 
 

1. Add your background scene 

Find the background image you want to use and place it into Canva. In the video, the examples 
are a Top Gun background and a picture-book scene from We're Going on a Bear Hunt. 

 

2. Remove parts you do not want 
Click the background image, choose Edit, then open Magic Layers. Canva scans the image and 
identifies different parts. Delete, keep or move the parts you want. For example, remove a main 
character so your own character can take their place. 

 

3. Upload your character or photo 
Bring in the photo or image you want to animate. This could be a teacher photo, a child 
photograph, a class mascot, a drawing or a scanned cut-out. 

 

4. Remove the background 
Select the character image and use Background Remover so only the character remains. Resize it 
so it looks believable in the scene. 

 

5. Flip or reposition if needed 
If your character is facing the wrong way, select the image and choose Flip Horizontal. Move the 
character to the starting point of the journey. 

 

6. Create the movement path 
Click the character, choose Animate, then Create an Animation. Hold Shift on the keyboard and 
drag the image across the page to create its path. In the video, the character moves across the 
background and can even dip up and down for extra fun. 
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7. Download your animation 
Go to Share, then Download. Choose the correct page if needed and download as an MP4 video so 
you can save, share, upload or drop it into class presentations. 

Helpful little tweaks 
• Use a full-body image if you want the character to travel across the scene. 
• Keep the moving path smooth and readable so children can clearly follow the action. 
• A single moving character is often enough to trigger lots of talk. 
• Save several short scenes and use them as lesson openers across the week. 
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How this can support talk and writing in EYFS 

Oracy first Pause the video before the movement finishes and ask 
children to predict what happens next. 

Vocabulary in context Teach words like creeping, stomping, swooping, tiptoeing, 
tumbling, gliding, across, behind, through and over. 

Story retelling Use the animated scene to help children orally rehearse 
the pattern of a familiar story. 

Caption writing Ask children to write a short caption, speech bubble or 
label to match the moving scene. 

Sentence building Model simple frames such as "Mr Mc is going over the 
bridge" or "The owl is flying into the night sky." 

Imaginative play Let children choose where the character travels next and 
orally compose a new part of the story. 

 

Picture-book animation idea bank 

Use a familiar scene, remove or swap a character, then animate a journey or action. The table 
below gives you some easy starting points. 

Picture book Scene to animate Talk prompts 
Writing 

possibilities 

We're Going on a 
Bear Hunt 

Walking over the bridge 
or through the grass 

What can you see? 
What can you hear? 
How is the character 
moving? 

Story language, 
repeated refrains, 
simple journey 
sentences 

The Gruffalo Moving through the 
deep dark wood 

Who might appear 
next? What warning 
would you give? 

Character speech 
bubbles, labels, 
captions, woodland 
setting words 

Room on the Broom Flying across the sky or 
landing in the bog 

Who is on the broom 
now? What has fallen 
off? 

Lists, speech, 
describing words, 
retelling the sequence 

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

Crawling across fruit or 
turning into a butterfly 

What will he eat next? 
How has he changed? 

Days of the week, food 
labels, simple 
sequencing 

Owl Babies Owls peeping from the 
branch at night 

How are the owls 
feeling? What might 
they say? 

Feelings language, 
speech bubbles, short 
sentences 
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Picture book Scene to animate Talk prompts 
Writing 

possibilities 

Whatever Next! Blast-off to the moon 
What would you pack? 
Who else could be 
there? 

Lists, noun phrases, 
imaginative sentence 
writing 

The Three Little 
Pigs 

Running to the houses 
or the wolf huffing 

Which house is safest? 
What will happen next? 

Wanted posters, speech 
bubbles, sentence 
writing 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk 

Climbing up the 
beanstalk 

What can Jack see 
above the clouds? What 
is he thinking? 

Adventure sentences, 
setting descriptions, 
labels 

 

Simple sentence stems you can model 

I can see __ moving across the __. First, __ goes __. 

Then, __ spots __. Next, the character will __. 
 

Mr Mc classroom nudge: Keep the focus on talk before 
writing. Let children watch, wonder, rehearse aloud, act it 
out and then capture their ideas through labels, captions 
or short sentences. 

 

Quick classroom extension ideas 
Once children have watched the animation, keep the momentum going with one of these easy 
follow-up moves. 

Pause and predict 
Stop the clip halfway through and ask 
children to orally predict what happens 
next. 

Add a speech bubble 
What might the character say during 
the journey? Model it first, then let 
children invent their own. 
 

Create a soundscape Act it out 
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Add footsteps, whooshes, growls, splashes 
or whispers to build listening and 
vocabulary. 

Use the animated scene as a warm-up 
for role play, small world play or 
outdoor movement. 

Map the journey 
Draw the route taken by the character 
and use words like over, through, behind 
and across. 

Change one thing 
Swap the setting, replace the character 
or alter the ending and create a new 
class version. 

 


