EYFS / Early Years: Key Framework Changes, Guidance & Initiatives
1. EYFS Framework Revisions
2021 EYFS reforms – reduced ELGs, stronger emphasis on language, revised educational programmes.
Sept 2023 amendment – ratio change for 2-year-olds from 1:4 to 1:5.
Sept 2025 revision (published July 2025, effective 1 Sept 2025):
• Strengthened safeguarding (safer recruitment, absence follow-up, references).
• New nutrition guidance becomes 'have regard to.'
• Experience-Based Route (EBR) allows certain staff to count in level 3 ratios.
• RBA updated with digital elements.
Link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2 
Link: https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/support-for-practitioners/changes-to-the-eyfs-framework 
2. Development Matters (2021 update)
Non-statutory curriculum guidance aligned with 2021 reforms.
Link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/development-matters--2 
3. Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA)
Statutory since Sept 2021; revised with digital format from 2025/26 onwards.
Link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-schools 
4. EYFS Profile
EYFS Profile Handbook (2025 update):
• Deadline of 30 June for submitting EYFSP data.
• From 2026, data will be on ASP and VYED platforms.
• Emphasis: supports transition into Year 1, not an entry-level test.
Link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook 
5. Nutrition & Healthy Eating
New EYFS Nutrition Guidance (2025) – statutory 'have regard to' from Sept 2025.
Link: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6839b752210698b3364e86fc/Early_years_foundation_stage_nutrition_guidance.pdf 
6. Safeguarding
Strengthened in Sept 2025 EYFS framework (safer recruitment, references, emergency contacts).
National guidance also relevant:
Link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2 
Link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2 
7. Wider Early Years Focus
School readiness / transition into Year 1 – ongoing Ofsted and DfE priority.
Narrowing gaps post-pandemic – especially in speech, language & communication.
SEND Review / Green Paper (2023) – proposals shaping early identification and support.
Link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-and-ap-improvement-plan 
